
 

 
 
 
 

Chapter F 
Tacoma, Washington 

Region I 
MEETING PLACE: IHOP 

7445 So. Hosmer Tacoma WA 
DATE & TIME: 4TH SUNDAY 

8:30 A.M. 

  

A Note From Mary Ann 
Hi again! 
 
We have changes in our staff! 
   
Raeanne Mitchell is now our Newsletter 
Editor.  Without hesitation she stepped up 
when needed.  Thank You Raeanne!  ‘F’ 
Troop sends a big ‘Thank You’ to Sindy 
Prunty for her service as Newsletter Editor.  
We wish her well and hope that in the 
future she will lend her talents on other 
projects. 
 
 
“The Chapter is now in need of another 
ACD.  If you think you’d like to give it a try, 
let me know and we’ll begin the process.” 
 
 
My next bit of news was a surprise to me!  
A pleasant surprise!  Ric Bailey, our 
Chapter Store Keeper, is now our District 
Store Keeper also.  Recently, he was 
asked to take charge of the District Store 
and he accepted.  He has told me that he 
is looking forward to the challenge and 
hopes to run a smooth operation.  There 
will be a few changes in ordering and most 
likely a new look to the Traveling District 
Store.  No major changes.  He and I are, 
both, honored that the District Director has 
faith in his abilities.   
 
 
 We have all heard of the many accidents 
that have been happening recently 
between motorcycles and cars or 
motorcycles and immovable objects.  
Speed and alcohol have been involved in 
most of the accidents, lately.  Immaturity, 
lack of experience, and poor judgment took 

up the rest of the blame.  Blame shared by 
both four wheeler and motorcyclist.  Speed 
and alcohol were bad choices.  Riding 
beyond your control capabilities with an 
added risk factor, booze, is dumb!  You 
wouldn’t try to ride with a blind fold on so 
why try to ride with a dulled brain?  That 
alcoholic drink is not worth your life, their 
life, or the life of an innocent.  Please don’t 
drink and ride!   
 
 
Many thanks to the folks that came out for 
our Social at NW Trek!  We had the 
privilege to see just about all the animals 
there!  The sun was a treat and the 
company was delightful!   
I hope you will clear your calendar for next 
months social!  We’re going to the growing 
town of Fife for BBQ at The Wart Hog.  
June 14th 6:00  
Let Betty Darling know if you’re going.  The 
waiter is asking! 
Meet me before dinner, about 5:00pm, 
across the street.  I’ll be doing a little 
shopping at Northwest Motorcycles & 
Apparel (5219 Pacific Hwy W Fife)  
 
 
Staff ……Have I told you lately how much I 
appreciate you?  Well I do!!!!!! 
 
 
If you want to go for a ride some evening, 
call someone to join you.  The weather is 
being very kind to us right now.  Enjoy it! 
 
 
Ride Safe and Remember Our Troops! 
Mary Ann 



From District Directors Roy and Pearl: 
 
Greetings everyone, 
     This is to let you know that there has 
been a change in management of the 
Washington District Store. 
      Because Bill and Nancy have sold their 
home at Desert Aire and will be moving to 
Arizona in the near future, they felt that 
now was the time to give up the 
management of the District Store, a 
position that they have held for the past 
four years. 
    We are proud to announce that Ric 
Bailey, Store keeper on WA-F will be 
assuming the position vacated by Bill and 
Nancy. We are confident that he will be 
able to serve you, the chapter, in an 
excellent manner. 
    We thank Bill and Nancy for the 
outstanding job that they did as District 
Store Manager these past four years. 
     Effectively immediately place all orders 
through Ric at: 
  
Ric Bailey, 
GWRRA 
Washington District Stores  
3823 S. Meridian #19 
Puyallup, Wa. 98373 
253 848 0947 
chapter-store@gwrra-waf.org 
  
If you have any questions please give Ric 
a call.  
 

 
Advanced Rider Course Participants 
 
 
 
 

Ken’s Corner 
 

To Brake Or Swerve - That Is The 
Question 

 
This article is solely for informational 
purposes.  It is not the intent of this article 
to encourage or recommend any type of 
behavior or maneuver.  Each rider, 
motorcycle, and situation are different and 
each person must decide what course of 
action he must take. 
Since we normally come out on the short 
end, motorcyclists greatly desire to avoid a 
collision with other vehicles or objects.  To 
do this we have two primary maneuvers:  
braking or swerving.  Determining which 
one is the best to use requires some 
forethought. Decision making guidelines 
must be developed by each rider before he 
is required to make the choice between the 
two maneuvers.  We can look to the 
science of physics to help us decide which 
action is most likely the best choice.  
Which decision is more likely to result in 
avoiding an accident is based on the 
physics of movement. 
Both braking distance and swerving 
distance depend upon motorcycle speed.  
Braking involves the dissipation of the 
energy of motion possessed by the rider 
and his motorcycle.  The amount of energy 
depends on the rider's and motorcycle's 
mass times their speed squared. As speed 
increases, braking distance increases with 
the square of the speed.  If we were to 
graph braking distance versus speed we 
would see that braking distance shoots up 
dramatically as we get into higher and 
higher speeds. 
Swerving, on the other hand, does not 
involve dissipation of energy.  Rather, it is 
simply a "translation" movement from 
straight ahead to diagonally ahead.  No 
energy is lost during this maneuver and 
even the speed remains basically the 
same.  Therefore, the distance required 
increases linearly with speed and only 
because the faster we travel, the more 
distance we cover per second while we are 
moving diagonally. 
Tests have shown that the average 
swerving time is approximately 1.4 



seconds.  If we plot the distance traveled 
during a swerve on the same graph of 
braking distance we see that the two 
curves intersect at about 42 mph.  Below 
that value braking requires less distance 
than swerving.  Above 42 mph, however, 
swerving becomes the better option. 
Since braking and swerving are 
maneuvers based on the laws of physics, 
we can conclude that, in general, at "lower" 
speeds, braking is the better accident-
avoiding maneuver, while at "higher" 
speeds, swerving is the better one.  But 
what is the exact transition speed between 
braking and swerving?  Is 42 mph the 
transition point for each and every case?  
No.  It's only representative of the one 
theoretical scenario discussed here.  Since 
braking and swerving are functions of 
numerous physical parameters (such as 
rider skill, brake system, lean angle, and 
obstacle width), each rider should consider 
his own transition point that is applicable to 
his skill, type of motorcycle, and situation. 
 
Congratulations to Kara and Jason Seithe 
for completing the Advanced Rider Course.  
Since they live in the great Northwest, they 
arranged to do it in the rain.  Talk about 
realistic training. Terry Laming from Ch Q 
also completed the Advanced Riders 
Course last Saturday.  There will be ARCs 
(two-and three- wheel) at the District rally.  
The cost is only $20 and a day of your time 
to greatly improve your riding skills.  Sign 
up now so you don’t miss out. 
 
Ken Dean 
Chapter Educator  
 

 

News from District Educator:  
  
We are in the process of gathering a list of 
potential Members who desire to become 
Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Rider 

Course Instructors through the 
GWRRA Rider Course Certification 
Instructor Program (RCICP).    
This is a four day course of instruction to 
become a GWRRA Certified Rider 
Instructor and is necessary should you 
want to become Certified to teach the Trike 
Rider Course (TRC) and/or Trailering 
Course (TC) through the Instructor 
Certification Course (ICC) programs.    
We are looking at the facilities in Richland, 
WA, where we have had other RCICP's 
and ICC's taught to Members.  
Also, we are looking at several blocks of 
dates in September around the 1st or 2nd 
or 3rd weekends which all depends upon 
the availability of the GWRRA Master 
Rider Instructor.  
A RCICP Registration Form is attached.    
Please ignore the $100 fee for now as 
it may change depending upon where the 
GWRRA Master Rider Instructor will come 
from.  
We need at least 12 registrants for the 
RCICP.  
Important note:  I would like the RCICP 
form filled out and returned to me by June 
22, 2006, for further planning -- motel, 
classroom and range arrangements.  
Please note on the form your preference of 
dates, if any: 
August 31 to September 3. 
September 7 through September 10. 
September 14 through September 17. 
 
My home address is: 
Bruce R. McMahill 
4616 140th Street NW 
Marysville, WA  98271 
  
Thank you,  
 Bruce, WA District Educator 
 
We are going to conduct an Advanced 
Rider Course (ARC) and Trike Rider 
Course (TRC) during the WA District Rally 
2006, July 20-22, Cowlitz County Fair 
Grounds, in Longview, WA, as follows: 
ARC Classroom -- July 20, 6:30 PM, at the 
Cowlitz County Fair Grounds. 
ARC Range session -- July 21, 9:00 AM, at 
the Kelso High School. 
TRC Classroom -- July 21, 9:00 AM, at the 



Cowlitz County Fair Grounds. 
TRC Range session -- July 21, 12:30 PM, 
at the Kelso High School. 
Please download the attached Rider 
Course Registration form, fill it out for the 
appropriate Rider Course and forward it 
back to the address at the bottom of the 
form by Monday, July 17, 2006.   
  
Also, please print your e-mail address. 
  
Thank you, 
  
  
Bruce R. McMahill, 
WA District Educator 
  
It was a beautiful day for the brown bag 
social at Northwest Trek on Saturday, May 
13.  We met at noon, had our lunch and 
rode the park trolley.  If you weren’t there 
you missed an opportunity for a nice ride in 
the countryside.  You could have seen all 
of the bison, elk, and other animals posing 
for our cameras.  The next social is 6:00 
p.m., June 14th at the Warthog BBQ in Fife, 
followed by a visit to Northwest 
Motorcycles and Apparel. 

 
Bison at Northwest Trek 
 
From your new editor Raeanne: 
Hi everyone!  The newsletter has changed 
hands again and I am you new editor.  This 
newsletter is a forum for items of interest to 
our members and GWRRA.  If you have 
any ideas for the newsletter or an article 
you wish to publish please send to me at 
this email: news@gwrra-waf.org. 

June is the month we celebrate Father’s 
Day, so don’t forget all of our Dads and 
Granddads! 
Jerry Wilson claims a Washingtonian, 
Sonora Dodd, had first thought of the idea 
while listening to a Mother’s Day sermon in 
1909.  She wanted a special day to honor 
her own father, William Smart, a widower, 
and Civil War veteran, who raised his 
newborn, and five other children when his 
wife died in childbirth.  Since he was born 
in June, that month was chosen and the 
first Father’s celebration was June 19th, 
1910, in Spokane, Washington. 
In 1966 President Lyndon Johnson signed 
a presidential proclamation declaring the 
3rd Sunday in June as Father’s Day.  
President Richard Nixon signed the law 
which made it permanent in 1972. 

 
There were a few motorcycles in attendance at 
last month’s meeting.  Those Goldwings sure 
do look nice! 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS!!! 
John Zwosta, Frank Rose, Raeanne Mitchell, 
Allen Cooley, Jim Duncan, Viki McKibben. 
 
NEXT SOCIAL  14 JUNE 6PM 
Remember that June’s Social is at the 
Warthog BBQ 4921 20TH ST E, Fife WA. 
Directions: Exit I5 at Fife Exit to WA99.  Go 
east to 1st light, turn right on to 20th St E.  It is 
a small restaurant on the right. 
  
Start planning now for July 9 Picnic: 
This is a family picnic, not just for members.  
We want to meet the family.  We have a 
covered picnic area near restrooms and a 
children’s play area.  Bring a dish to share, We 
will make it easy for singles who do not cook.  
More information at the June meeting. 
  



 
June 

    1 2 Ch R Blue Mt 
Rendezvous 
 
Ch Q Elma Rest 
Stop 

 

3 Ch R Blue Mt 
Rendezvous 
 
Ch Q Elma Rest 
Stop 

 
4 Ch R Blue Mt 
Rendezvous 
 
Ch Q Elma Rest 
Stop 

5  
Ch Q Elma Rest 
Stop 

 

6 7 8 9 10  Ch D 
Duck Hunt 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 Ch Z 
Porker Run 
Oregon Dist. 
   Rally 

19 20 21 Can-Am 22 Can-Am 23 Can-Am 24 Can-Am 

25 
 
 
 

26 27 28 29 30  

July, 2nd-7th Wing Ding in Nashville, Tn.; 20th-22nd Washington District Rally 
August, 6th Ch-F & G Mt Run, 12th Ch-Y Riddler Run; 17th-20th Region Rally in Powell, Wyoming; 18th-20th 
Ch-P Oyster Feed 
September, 1st-4th Idaho District Rally; 10th WTA event Ride for Kids; 16th-17th Ch-N Fun Run 
October, 6th-7th Leadership in Moses Lake; 15th Ch-N Brown Bag Auction, 21st-22nd Ch-F Mall Show; 21st 
Ch-Q Halloween 
Dance 
November, 11th Auburn Veteran's Day Parade 
December, 2nd Ch-Q Puyallup Santa Parade, 2nd Toy Run to Capital; Seattle Motorcycle Show; 9th Ch-D 
Festival of Lights Parade 
2006 SOCIALS 
MAY 
13 TH AFTERNOON SATURDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH WILD LIFE PARK 
JUNE 
14 TH EVENING 6PM WEDNESDAY WART HOG BBQ FIFE 
With a visit to Northwest Motorcycles and Apparel :-) 
JULY 
8 TH PICNIC FOR THOSE NOT AT WING DING BACK YARD OR PARK 
AUGUST 
NONE MOUNTAIN RUN 
Tentative; pot luck BBQ 
SEPTEMBER 
9 TH AFTERNOON 12N SATURDAY XXX DRIVE-IN 
OCTOBER 
NONE DUE MALL SHOW 



 

GWRRA Washington District Rider Education 
Rider Course Registration, form A.1  

 

 

Please check one of the following courses and locat ion you would like to attend: 
  
  GWRRA Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Course location_                              
  GWRRA Trike Rider Course (TRC)*  Course date: ____                            
  GWRRA Trailering Course (TC)     Course start time: _                ___ _ 
   
Riders/Co-Riders must be current GWRRA members to take these courses in Washington! 
Riders/Co-Riders must wear full protective gear as defined by GWRRA. 
Riders/Co-Riders must provide proof of motorcycle insurance or Bond coverage. 
Riders must have valid operator’s license with motorcycle endorsement. 
Registrations are accepted on a first-come basis. Class size is limited. 
Submitting this form does not guarantee a place in a course. 
 
A confirmation letter will be your proof of acceptance into a course. 
 
*Due to course restrictions, only conversions with three wheels in contact with the ground may     
participate 
 

Courses will take place rain or shine. No refunds d ue to weather. 
 

·  Cost for all courses is $20.00 per motorcycle or Trike.   
·  Cancellations will be accepted up to 7 days prior to the course. 
·  GWRRA of Washington reserves the right to cancel or reschedule courses. 
·  In the event of a cancellation by GWRRA of Washington, all fees will be refunded. 
·  If the course is rescheduled , students will automatically be enrolled in the rescheduled class. 
Rider: _________________________________ GWRRA Membership # __________________ 
Drivers License #: ________________________ E-mail:  __________________________ 
Co-Rider: ______________________________ GWRRA Membership # __________________ 
Street: _________________________ City:_________________ State: _____ Zip: _________ 
Chapter: ____________ Day Phone: ___________________________ 
 

Proof of motorcycle insurance or Bond coverage must  be presented at the beginning of class.  
GWRRA WA District Rider Education reserves the righ t to deny course participation to anyone 
unable to provide proof of insurance coverage or no t in full protective riding attire. 

 
Make check payable to: 
GWRRA WA District 

Please do not send cash! 
Mail completed registration form and fees to: 

WA District Educator, 4616 140th Street NW, Marysville, WA 98271 
 

Questions? Telephone Bruce at 360 652-1273 or e-mail: bmcmahwae@aol.com 
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“Business Honor Roll” 
These businesses have given the GWRRA and 
Chapter F a great deal of support . 
They make a great contribution to the 
motorcycle community!   
Thank them by giving them your business! 
 
Crazy Larry’s Motorcycles 
8012 S Tacoma Way #B 
Lakewood, WA 98499 
253-588-8155   
www.crazylarrys.biz 
 
 
Taber’s Precision Cycle Inc. 
4231 Olympic Ave. W 
Bremerton, WA 98312 
360-405-1664 
 
 
Tacoma Motorsports 
1-800-730-8678 
 
 
South Bound Honda 
12007 Pacific Hwy  
Tacoma, WA 98499 
253-582-2288 
 
 
RMC  
Renton Motorcycles 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
1-800-460-6451 
 
 
Gerbing’s 
Heated Clothing 
750 E Dalby Rd 
Union, WA 98592 
1-800-646-5916 
www.gerbing.com 
 
 
Bob Lanphere’s 
Full Throttle Café 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
425-264-1199 
Www.wideopensportsarena.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dalton  
Motor Graphics Inc. 
3701 E Valley Rd 
By appointment 
360-377-5757 
 
 
 
 
Genesis Real Estate 
Jim Petrelli 
5013 Pacific Hwy E. #7 
Fife, WA 98424 
1800-205-9440 
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GW RRA W A-”F” 
PO Box 44891 
Tacom a, W A  98444-0891 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The “F” Troop Bugle 
Call 


