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A Note from Mary Ann 
Attention All F Troopers, 
Riders mount your motorcycles!  No!  Wait!  
You need your reminder questions! 

1. Is your safety check done?  T-CLOCK   
2. Are you sure you checked EVERYTHING? 
3. Is your riding gear still fitting and do you 

have what you need? 
4. Is your co-rider outfitted properly?  For 

safety…..not looks! 
5. Are you ready physically?  Feeling strong 

and fit?  Balanced? 
6. Have you made plans and registered for 

upcoming events?  Early is better! 
7. Where is your Gold Book?  You never 

know when you might need it! 
8. Have you thought of all the things I forgot?  

Good! 
9. Remind yourself to Ride Safe and Have 

Fun! 
10. Will you write an article for your 

newsletter?  Please? 
Things you need to know about and events you 
should consider. 
Couple of the Year Raffle Tickets.  For just $1.00 
you have a chance to win a Bed & Breakfast 
weekend getaway for two at one of five beautiful 
places.  Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, or 
Washington, your choice!  (Transportation not 
included.) See your Chapter Director to get your 
tickets! 
Chapter Of The Year Program   Please see 
information in our Events Book 
Oregon District & Region I Rally   June 7th-9th 
2007   Roseburg, Oregon  
http://gwrraoregondistrict.org for more information 
or the Events Book. 
Wing Ding 29  July 4th-7th 2007 Billing, Montana  
This Wing Ding is in Region I and that’s our 
Region, so if you are going, you’d better get your 
plans made soon.  This will be very big. Everything 
you need to know is at www.wing-ding.org and we 
have a few registration forms in (you guessed it!) 
our Events Book! 

GWRRA Washington District Rally   July 19th-
21st 2007   Okanogan, Washington  Registration 
forms are in our Events Book. (you shoulda 
known!) 
For those of you who do not have access to a 
computer; you can come to the Chapter Gathering 
or call your Chapter Director (253 222 2535) for 
information about any of the above topics.  We 
want to keep you in the info loop!  
  
Congratulations to Chapter Q!  They have a 
seasoned new Chapter Director, Larry Maulding.  
This Chapter is working very hard to keep going 
but they are a small Chapter and need a little help 
from their friends.  In that spirit, two of our own 
have stepped up to help out.  Jim Duncan as Ride 
Coordinator and Ric Bailey as Chapter Store.  
Thank You, Gentlemen for showing what ‘troopers’ 
you are!  Help will also be needed for Q’s charity 
fundraiser, the Elma Rest Stop.  If you want to 
volunteer let one of us know! 
 
St. Patrick’s Day is coming!  Erin Go Bragh!  Top 
of the Mornin’ to ya!  Up! The Irish!! 
Keep our Troops in your good thoughts! 
Mary Ann 

 
F Troop April Social and Chapter Q Rest Stop 

Ride 
F Troop Only!   

Here’s the deal! 
 
Go to the Chapter F Social on April 14th  
At the Rusty Tractor (602 E Young St  Elma, WA) 
12:00 pm.  Then go to the WA-Q Rest Stop 
Fundraiser.  This benefits the Children’s Wing at 
Good Samaritan Hospital.  Fill out a ‘Chapter ‘F’ 
Ticket’, your name will go into a drawing for 
$25.00!  Just for going out and having fun! 
Winning ticket will be drawn at the Ch-F April 22nd 
Gathering. 
Have Fun, Good Luck, & Ride Safe! 
 
 



Chapter Educator’s Corner 
 
I recently read an article in SoundRIDER! by Bret 
Tkacs, president of Puget Sound Safety.  If you’re 
not already aware, SoundRIDER! is an on-line 
motorcycle magazine focusing on motorcycle 
activities in the Pacific Northwest.  Each month 
they have several good articles on motorcycle rides, 
safety, new motorcycles, and other subjects.  In 
addition, they put on the Sport Bike Northwest rally 
in the Columbia gorge each August.  The rally has 
lots of good rides, including the Mary Hill road, 
and other interesting and fun activities.  
SoundRIDER! is at www.soundrider.com.  Puget 
Sound Safety is a motorcycle training organization 
that has an excellent reputation for its beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced training courses.  If 
you’re looking for some good training give them a 
call.  They can be reached at 
www.pugetsoundsafety.com. 
Bret Tkacs’ article is about practicing some 
motorcycle skill each time you go for a ride.  He 
lists fifteen that you can practice to make yourself a 
better and safer rider: 
Eye placement for cornering – during cornering 
you should be looking as far through the corner as 
possible with your next entry point being the focus 
point. 
Eye placement for traffic - while in traffic you 
should be scanning out into traffic with your eyes 
up and moving regularly, remember to scan at least 
12-14 seconds ahead of you and keep your eyes 
moving.  Don’t space out or focus on any item too 
long. 
Lane placement – while in traffic ensure you are in 
a position that allows you to create a space cushion 
and provide you with an escape route.  We have a 
footprint of maybe 3 inches and have 12-14 feet of 
lane from side to side… use it. 
Braking – when traffic is sparse, practice your 
emergency stops to see if you can really stop as fast 
as you think you can (the one skill not used in daily 
riding is emergency braking).  Work on 
maximizing the front brake without skidding the 
rear.  The front brake can carry 70-100% of your 
braking depending on the bike, environment and 
rider skill.  Note:  For we Goldwing riders this 
means using both the hand and foot brake controls. 
“What if”  – hone your mental skills by creating 
worse-case scenarios while riding and creating an 
appropriate plan of action.  Constantly look for the 
worst case and find a solution.  This can even be 
acted out to hone physical skills like swerving (just 
don’t upset the cage drivers around you). 
Other drivers – practice reading other drivers, 
watch for eye contact, cell phones, weaving 
tailgaters, out-of-state plates, missing mirrors, etc.  

Try to predict what they will do and then see if you 
were correct. 
Grip – while riding, make sure your hands are 
relaxed at ALL times.  The more tense you are the 
worse your bike will handle. 
Body position – be conscious of your body 
position, are you pushing the bike under you?  Are 
you relaxed?  Slouching?  Hanging off?  Try to use 
this to your advantage to create maximum traction, 
ground clearance and stability. 
Reading the road – practice reading the 
environmental clues that tell you what the road is 
going to do. 
Lines – practice picking the best cornering line for 
every corner (outside-inside-outside, or outside-
inside-inside depending on the corner).  The best 
line is the one that gives you time to deal with the 
unknown. 
Entry point  – practice putting your tire on a 
specific point, use it as your entry point into a 
corner.  This should be done while keeping your 
speeds slow enough to stay comfortable.  If you 
really want to test your skills at speeds that would 
generate a ticket, go to a regulated track event. 
Throttle  – practice riding with the throttle, keep it 
SOoooo smooth that you are unable to feel the on-
off transition. 
Swerving – while following traffic, try swerving 
around points that appear from underneath the 
vehicle in front of you.  This can be storm drains, 
paint, light colored pavement or whatever. 
Following distance – try counting off 1-
motorcycle, 2-motorcycle to see if you have your 
minimum following distance (best done during rush 
hour).  Try counting off the following distance of 
traffic around you.  You might be amazed how 
close the drivers REALLY are. 
Communications - focus on clearly 
communicating your intentions to other drives and 
looking for others trying to communicate with you.  
This may not be just the obvious turn signals but 
could be a head-check, change in lane position, etc. 
 
This article reprinted courtesy of Bret Tkacs.  To 
read the entire article visit www.soundrider.com. 
 
Remember – you’re the rider and it’s up to you to 
make sure conditions are safe to practice these 
riding skills.  Think about what you’re going to do 
before riding and when you’re on the bike make 
sure it’s safe before practicing.  Check out 
SoundRIDER! for other good articles. 
 
Ken Dean 
Chapter Educator 

 
 



Hello all 
 
It has been a while since I have written anything in 
our news letter. Did I say our? That means that 
anyone could submit an article. Imagine that. 
hmmmm. 
 
Moving along. After discussing at great length with 
our Chapter Director it has been decided that the 
Chapter F Store will be posted on the Chapter F 
web site. In this way you may look over the list and 
order via email or by phone and receive it at the 
next Gathering, hopefully.  I will be bringing the 
store display with me to the Gatherings and some 
events, but not all of the supplies.   
You might notice a small reduction in price on most 
items. This is because of the Out Going District 
Store Keeper turned over the store ordering 
supplies to the Chapter Store Keepers so now we 
order directly from the vendors.  This means that 
we all save on the price of the item as well as 
postage.  Most are not aware but we were paying a 
very high price in postage. (I might make this guy a 
friend saving me money.) 
 The riding season is approaching and I plan on 
doing more riding this year.   
That’s it for now. Everyone please ride safe, be 
happy, and be well 
 
Ric Bailey Chapter F Store

 
 

From your editor 
 

Spring is finally on the way and we have been out 
riding between the raindrops.  That sure beats all of 
the ice and snow we have had this winter.  Also we 
have started visiting other area clubs like Chapter 
I’s gathering at JJ North’s Buffet in Tumwater.  
The put on a good breakfast and the meeting is 
always a mooving experience.  Sorry about that – 
couldn’t help the pun.  Jerry Weltner from GWTA 
Chapter E had us all laughing at February’s 
gathering for the Wing Washington ride.  He also 
was at Chapter I’s meeting and will probably show 
up a few other places with his unique enthusiasm 
for this ride.  He enlisted the help of some of our 
very good-natured members to illustrate what you 
would take pictures of on this ride.  It sounds like a 
fun ride to try and as always there is the 
opportunity for prizes and a fine dinner.   

 
Raeanne Mitchell  

 
 
Chapter A is holding a Medic One First Aid / CPR 
class taught by Donna Cox on Saturday, 3/10/07 at 
Southcenter Community Baptist Church in 
Tukwila, 14742 Macadam Road S, starting at 9am 
and going straight through to about 2pm (bring a 
sack lunch).  I am opening the class to the district 
and if you wish to participate, please contact me 
directly and get on the registration list.  If we get 13 
people, the cost will be reduced to $40.50.  
Otherwise it will be $45.00. 

 
“Business Honor Roll” 

These businesses have given the GWRRA and 
Chapter F a great deal of support . 
They make a great contribution to the motorcycle 
community!   
Thank them by giving them your business! 
 
 
Bob Lanphere’s 
Full Throttle Café 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
425-264-1199 
Www.wideopensportsarena.com 
 

Gerbing’s 
Heated Clothing 
750 E Dalby Rd 
Union, WA 98592 
1-800-646-5916 
www.gerbing.com 

Crazy Larry’s Motorcycles 
8012 S Tacoma Way #B 
Lakewood, WA 98499 
253-588-8155   
www.crazylarrys.biz 
 

RMC  
Renton Motorcycles 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
1-800-460-6451 
 

Dalton  
Motor Graphics Inc. 
3701 E Valley Rd 
By appointment 
360-377-5757 
 

South Bound Honda 
12007 Pacific Hwy  
Tacoma, WA 98499 
253-582-2288 
 

Genesis Real Estate 
Jim Petrelli 
5013 Pacific Hwy E. #7 
Fife, WA 98424 
1800-205-9440 

Tacoma 
Motorsports 
1-800-730-8678 
 



Bob Merriman Memorial Washington Governor’s Run 
 

Mike White, GWRRA Chapter WAB Governor’s Run Coordinator 
 

     Hi everyone.  Just a quick note about this year’s Governor’s Run.  In case you didn’t know, it is our 
25th this year.  We are going all out this year and plan on having the best run we have ever had.  The 
highlights of the run this year are our Grand Prizes.  This year we are giving away not ONE but TWO 
motorcycles.  One will be a new Honda Goldwing and the other is a new Harley Davidson Electra 
Glide Standard.  We also have a new Bushtec Turbo +2 trailer to give away.  As it has been in the past, 
you do NOT need to be present to win any of the Grand Prizes.  All for the low sum of $25 per 
registration.  You can register more than once as well.  We also have a lot of other prizes and a silent 
auction going on both days.  This year, we also have a 25th Anniversary commemorative coin. 
     We plan on having a huge Show and Shine (better than last year I’m told) on Saturday.  Anybody 
who puts their bike in the Show and Shine will be eligible to win some prizes.  Last year’s top prize 
was a set of 4 car/truck tires valued up to $2500.  We are still working on the prizes for this year.  
There will also be trophies given out for the winners of the various classes. 
     Also on tap will be new Bike Games for Saturday.  GWRRA Chapter G did a fantastic job last year 
and told me that this year will be even better with more fun and more challenges.  Again, anybody that 
participates in the bike games will be eligible to win some prizes.   
     You have to be registered for the event to participate in the Show and Shine and the Bike Games. 
     Saturday will also have some great entertainment.  We are still working on the entertainment.  
GWRRA Chapter O is putting on a great dinner of pulled pork, baked beans, salad, corn on the cob, 
and dessert for only $8.   
     Sunday is the actual run itself.  Starting at 8:05am just after a quick opening with a color guard and 
the National Anthem, the ride coordinators promise me a wonderful ride throughout the area.  We will 
also have two non-motorcycle drill teams performing for us on Sunday afternoon.  Then we will have 
motorcycle drill teams right after that.  The GWTA Northwest Wings have confirmed they will be 
there.  Still working on the Cossacks.   
     One final highlight.  The vendor area in the Pavilion will be open this year!  No charge to come see 
the vendors! 
     If you would like to volunteer to help us put on the run, we can always use extra help.  We will give 
you a 25th Anniversary hat. 
     If you need further information and registration forms, you can go to www.governorsrun.net or 
contact me at mikew@wavecable.com or call me at 360.340.2588. 
 
Mike White, GWRRA Chapter WA-B Governor’s Run Coordinator 
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March 9th – 11th Ch D Mall Show, 10th Ch A CPR class, 17th WA Dist East Side Riders Ed 
 
April 6 th Ch Q Auction, 7th Ch M&R Joint Meeting, 13th – 15th Ch Q Elma Rest Stop, 14th Ch C Spring Fun 
Run, 15th Ch N Brown Bag Auction 
 
May 5th – 6th Ch B 25th Anniversary Governor’s Run, 5th – 6th Ch M Fun Run,  12th Ch F One Crazy Ride,  17th 
– 21st Ch S Victoria Days Fun Run, 25th – 28th Ch L Desert Spring Fling 
 
June 1st – 3rd Ch R Blue Mountain Rendezvous, 2nd Ch D Duck Hunt, 7th – 10th Oregon Dist and Region I Joint 
Rally, 8th – 10th Ch Q Elma Rest Stop, 28th – July 1st Region J Rally (Great Migration to Wing Ding) 
 
July 4th – 8th WING DING in Billings MT, 19th – 22nd WA Dist Rally Okanagan, 27th – 29th Ch P Oyster Feed 
 
August 4th Ch G Mountain Run, 5th Ch A Mystery Ride, 11th Ch Y Riddler Run, 25th Ch O Picnic Ride in 
Gorst, 31st – September 3rd  Idaho District Rally in Salmon, ID 
 
September 7th – 9th Ch M No Host Camp Out in Cascade Peaks, 9th Tri-Cities Charity Poker Run, 16th Ch Z 2nd 
Annual Chicken Run 
 
October 6th – 7th WA Dist “Ins & Outs of GWRRA”, 21st Ch N Brown Bag Auction, 26th – 28th Ch F 7th 
Annual South Hill Mall Show, 27th Ch Q Halloween Dance 
 
December 8th Ch D Festival of Light 
 

2007 F Troop Socials 
 

February 10th Sat.  El Toro    No Host Social   Parkland 3:00 pm 
March 14th   Wed.  Famous Dave’s   Social   72nd & Hosmer 6:00 pm 
April 14th Sat.  Rusty Tractor   Ride/Social   602 E. Young St. Elma, 12:00 pm  
May 9th   Wed.  Old Country Buffet   ‘Fun Night Out’ 1816 S 320th St. Federal Way 6:00 pm 
June 23rd Sat. Chapter Gathering/ 26th Anniversary Potluck BBQ   Kanasket-Palmer State Park, 32101 
Cumberland Kanasket SE, Ravensdale, WA Lunch at 2:00pm 
July 14th Sat. Brown Bag Picnic NW Trek, 11610 Trek Dr E, Eatonville, 12:00 pm regular admission $13.50 
August   No Social   Call someone and go for a ride! 
September 1st Sat. XXX Drive-in 98 NE Gilman Blvd, Issaquah 2:00 pm 
October   No Social   ‘All Motorcycle Mall Show   South Hill Mall 
November 7th Wed.  Nice Restaurant in Tacoma Time & place TBA 
December 9th Sun.  Holiday Brunch/Cookie Exchange   Time & place TBA 



I want to go for a ride but where can I go? 
 

1. Go to other Chapter Gatherings and ask where they go.  Then come to our Gathering, make a suggestion 
or plan the ride.  Call or email your Chapter Director or Big Mouth if you’re unsure how to get a ride 
going.  (Remember that copying is a form of flattery! 
 
2. Check out the web sites at the following Chapters for registration forms.  Go to District web site and 
click on Chapter Gatherings. 
 
3. Many choices of photo rides: 
 
Chapter WA-A  “Ride to Eat” 
Chapter WA-E  “Lighthouse Photo Tour” 
Chapter WA-G  “The Pink Panther Ride!”  and  “Best BBQ Tour” 
Chapter WA-H  “Seven Pass Photo Tour”  (under construction 
Chapter WA-V  “The Waterfall Photo Tour”  and  “Apple State Run Photo Tour” 
District Riders Ed “Wacky Tour” 
 
4. Throw a dart at a section of Western Washington State map and go there! 
 
5. Pick a movie far from where you live, call or email a few others and ride to the movie…..the long way. 
 
6. Pick a ‘no destination’.  Say “I’m going 112 miles east and back today.”  You’ll find out what is 112 
miles east from your starting point! 
 
7. ANY Dairy Queen will do!!! 
 
8. GWRRA is not the only organization that rides.  Surf the web!  Find something interesting; bring it 
back to the Chapter. 
 
9. Pick a Mountain!  Pick a Beach!  Go! 
 
10. Pick an event, fair, community happening, or motorcycling parts store and enjoy the ride there. 
 
11. Progressive ride. Ride to a friend’s house, pick up friend(s).  Then ride to friend number three’s house 
and pick them up and so on, then go to dinner together!  This should really be planned in advance for the 
sake of getting ready. 
 
12.  Ride to the edge of our state in any direction. 
 
13.  Go fly a kite!  Ride to open fields and fly kites for 1 hour.  Relax! 
 

The main point is there are a lot of places to go.  Start a ‘call chain’.  Just call someone in the chapter 
and ask them if they would like to take off for awhile.  Then have them call someone to meet and ride 
with.  Believe it, most of us are just waiting for an excuse to get out of yard work! 
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