
 

 
 
 

November 2006 
Chapter F 

Tacoma, Washington 
Region I 

MEETING PLACE: IHOP 
7445 So. Hosmer Tacoma WA 
DATE & TIME: 4TH SUNDAY 

8:30 A.M. 

  
A Note from Mary Ann 

 
You shoulda been there!!!  Wonderful riding weather 
and full tummies….What more could we ask for?!  
Chapter F’s Progressive Dinner was fun and oh so 
gooood!  A special ‘Thank You’ to Ray & Betty Darling, 
Raeanne Mitchell, George & Mary Ellen Palmer, and 
Richard & Sandy Norman.  These generous folks opened 
their homes and served their guests with great food and 
gracious hospitality.  We now have many new ideas for 
next time and we will start earlier so Sandy can get in a 
game of Bocci Ball!  In addition to our hosts, we enjoyed 
the company of Mel Fox, Wayne Darling, Vincent & 
Sindy Prunty, John Darling, Travis & Helen Weber, Ric 
& Mary Ann Bailey with grandsons Mike and Kyle.  Oh 
yeah, and the entertainment of the Norman goats!  What 
a delightful day!  You just shoulda been there! 
 
The Ins and Outs of GWRRA was informative, 
educational, fun, and this time too short! 
Chapter F had two instructors at this event.  Lou 
Murkowski informed his classes on great public relations 
ideas and publicity, while Ric Bailey gave his class on 
the District and Chapter stores.  Both did a fine job and 
we should be very proud of their extra efforts on behalf 
of the Chapter and association.  Thanks guys, for a job 
well done! 
 
This event is not just for officers.  It’s for anyone who 
wants to know more about Chapter life and the workings 
of the GWRRA.  It’s for those that wish to be a part of 
the structure and workings of their own Chapter.  It’s for 
those that want to see their Chapter grow and flourish.  
Each of you should go to this event at least once. This 
year we had four people from our Chapter and two of 
those were teaching!  It is well worth the time and effort.  
I’m glad our District leaders and Staff care enough to put 
on this type of learning experience.  Special Hugs to 
Mike & Bijou White for giving us such fun at the 
Saturday night social!  You just shoulda been there! 
 
Soon you will be getting a listing of the next year’s 
events and rides.  Start planning early.  We will be 
having discussions about group camping and more 
Chapter participation. 
 
I’m glad to report that after being slow roll rear ended, 
that John Zwosta is well and uninjured.  His bike is 
another matter.  It has a very crunched up backend!  Lots 
of work to get it back on the road.  We’re sad he wasn’t 
able to put that beauty in the All Motorcycle Mall Show.   

 
The weather is still pretty good!  We have a chance at 
some fun fall rides!  See you at the next Social!  Porter’s 
Place November 8th, 6:00p.m. 
 
Ride safe and Remember Our Troops! 
 
Mary Ann       

 
Chapter Educator’s Corner 

 
This month I am going to give you a break on 
Motorcycle Myths and cover an article by Sergeant Ron 
Burch, a motor officer with the California Highway 
Patrol, and some current Washington State motorcycle 
accident statistics.  Sgt. Burch’s thesis is that a flat tire or 
blowout does not create a condition that is uncontrollable 
by the rider.  He believes, and I agree, that a blowout on 
a motorcycle does, without a doubt affect the rider’s 
ability to control the bike, but not to such a degree that 
an experienced rider cannot recover.   
 
He states that indicators of a sudden loss of tire pressure 
vary with different bikes and conditions, but the primary 
indicator will be a sluggish feeling in the affected tire.  
In a front flat, the steering will feel heavy and the bike 
will be hard to turn.  With a rear flat, the back end will 
appear to wander back and forth and feel as if it is not 
tracking properly.  In either case, it is very likely the bike 
will begin to shimmy or shake, but it is still ridable.   
Your response to each situation should be very similar. 
 
The loss of tire pressure creates a significant loss of 
contact with the roadway.  This is critical as braking or 
turning will only further reduce the coefficient of 
friction, complicating the problem exponentially.  It’s his 
experience that the symptoms of a flat tire are more 
subtle at high speeds and increase in severity as speeds 
decrease. 
 
He feels the best course of action we can take is to first 
upright the bike as much as possible.  Next, scan for a 
safe location to stop.  Begin to merge to the right.  Hold 
the steering as straight as you can and let off the throttle.  
Avoid the temptation of reaching for the brakes, but 
disengage the clutch and allow the motorcycle to slowly 
come to a stop on its own.  If you absolutely must stop, 
try to determine which tire is not affected and gently 
utilize the brake for that tire, keeping in mind today’s 
integrated braking systems do not allow the application 
of the rear brake alone. Remember how the brakes work 



on your Goldwing?  Which lever or pedal operates the 
front and or rear brakes? 
 
According to Sergeant Burch, the number one cause of 
tire failure is under inflation.  To reduce the risk of a 
blowout, check your tire pressure regularly.  Should an 
emergency arise, it is your responsibility to know how to 
respond.  Some who respond improperly and crash as a 
result are quick to blame the accident on a mechanical 
defect or an “unforeseen circumstance.”  But our job, 
when we enter the highway, is to expect the unexpected.  
Know your equipment well enough to know when 
something is not right.  Once you identify a problem, 
know what you are going to do about it.  Having a plan 
in the face of adversity is the difference between being a 
rider and being a passenger. 
 
The Washington State Patrol recently conducted a study 
of Washington State motorcycle crash data for ten years 
and learned the following: 
 
Approximately two thirds of motorcycle fatalities were 
single vehicle incidents. 
 
40 % of fatalities involved alcohol. 
 
Approximately one third of riders killed did not have a 
valid motorcycle endorsement. 
 
The four most common violations noted in fatal 
motorcycle crashes are lane errors, impaired driving, 
speed, and inattention. 
 
Most fatalities occurred during daylight hours, in good 
weather, and on secondary state highways and county 
roads. 
 
Contrary to popular opinion the majority of motorcycle 
deaths in recent years have not been caused by “the guy 
in the car.”  This has certainly been the case so far in 
2006.  Only 12 of 55 (21%) fatal crashes have been the 
fault of another driver.  The remaining deaths have been 
rider caused.  The most common mistakes that 
motorcycle riders make are: 
 
Going too fast in a curve. 
Reckless driving. 
Following too closely. 
Improper braking technique (rear wheel lockup). 
Impaired driving. 
 
These results do not mean we can place less attention on 
the “other driver” but do show that we need to take a 
close look at our riding practices and see if we are doing 
things that increase our risk of having an accident.  If 
you are guilty of doing some of the above five or other 
unsafe practices, you need to take a close and realistic 
look at how you are riding and make changes that will 
improve your safety.  This is something you can do for 
yourself, not something that requires someone else to 
change their behavior to increase your safety.  Don’t 
become a statistic.  Use statistics to become a better and 
safer rider.  I would like to thank Lieutenant Mike 

Turcott, Washington State Patrol, for these current 
accident statistics. 
 
Ken Dean 
Chapter Educator  
 

 
Social Couple Betty and Ray Darling: 

 
Our birthdays for the month will be announced at the 
meeting.  There is a social planned for 6:00 p.m., 
November 8th at Porter’s Place.  Address is: 2615 E N 
St, Tacoma.  See ‘1’ pushpin lower right on map below.  
Larry Gay of Crazy Larry’s had sinus surgery last month 
and is on the mend and back to keeping all of us rolling.   
 
Betty Darling 

 
 

 
GWRRA Executive Assistant Diana McGuire 

 
 MEMBER SCAM, PLEASE READ 
A Member has notified GWRRA that a person called 
him to renew his Rescue Plus Membership over the 
phone. With the frauds and identity theft that have been 
going on these days, we would like to inform you that 
we do not call our Members to renew any Memberships. 
We may on occasion call a Member if a transaction was 
not completed for some reason, whether it was a Web 
order or an inaccurate credit card number. Please be 
careful what information you give out over the 
telephone. Feel free to give us a call to verify the request 
before any personal information is released. 800-843-
9460 or 623-581-2500 (in Phoenix) 
 
Diana McGuire  
GWRRA Executive Assistant  
 
Editor’s note: this was published in Wing World and sent 
via e-mail to many of you, but I thought it important to 
include just in case someone has not heard of this.  
 
Raeanne Mitchell 

 
From your editor: 

 
This has been a wonderful summer with good riding 
weather still occurring even in October!  The Mall Show 
and Halloween Dance promise some indoor activities 



and fun as the season winds down.  I would love to see 
other people’s photos of the show, Halloween Dance, or 
where you’ve been recently and I’ll share them here in 
the newsletter!  Send them to me at news@gwrra-
waf.org.   
 
Raeanne Mitchell   
 

 
 

Some points to ponder: 
 
The Motto of our Association is “Friends for Fun, 
Safety, and Knowledge”.  (So have fun, be safe, and 
remember to keep on learning something new every 
day!) 
 
The definition of frustration is trying to find your glasses 
without your glasses. 
 
If getting older makes you grumpy, consider the 
alternative! 
 
Here are some pictures from last year’s Mall show: 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

“Business Honor Roll” 
 

These businesses have given the GWRRA and Chapter F 
a great deal of support . 
 
They make a great contribution to the motorcycle 
community!   
 
Thank them by giving them your business! 
 
 
 
Bob Lanphere’s 
Full Throttle Café 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
425-264-1199 
Www.wideopensportsarena.com 
 

Gerbing’s 
Heated Clothing 
750 E Dalby Rd 
Union, WA 98592 
1-800-646-5916 
www.gerbing.com 

Crazy Larry’s Motorcycles 
8012 S Tacoma Way #B 
Lakewood, WA 98499 
253-588-8155   
www.crazylarrys.biz 
 

RMC  
Renton Motorcycles 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
1-800-460-6451 
 

Dalton  
Motor Graphics Inc. 
3701 E Valley Rd 
By appointment 
360-377-5757 
 

South Bound Honda 
12007 Pacific Hwy  
Tacoma, WA 98499 
253-582-2288 
 

Genesis Real Estate 
Jim Petrelli 
5013 Pacific Hwy E. #7 
Fife, WA 98424 
1800-205-9440 

Tacoma 
Motorsports 
1-800-730-8678 
 

 



October 
   1 2 3 4 

 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 
 

19 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 
 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 30   
 
 

November, 8th Social at Porter’s Place 6:00pm, 11th Auburn Veteran's Day Parade 
December, 2nd  Ch-Q Puyallup Santa Parade, 2nd Toy Run to Capital; Seattle Motorcycle Show; 9th  Ch-D Festival of Lights Parade 
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
            

WA District Rider Education Newsletter 
 

“October 2006” 
 

The Mission of our National Rider Education Division is:  
 

  “ To Save Lives Through World Class Education.” 
 
GWRRA has been teaching and promoting motorcycle safety from its founding in 1977.  We have come a long 
way since that early beginning and have evolved into today’s Rider Education Program, a dynamic and “living 
program” ever conscience to the needs of Members. 
 
The GWRRA Rider Education Program’s purpose is: to make the motorcycle environment safer by trying to reduce 
injuries, increasing our motorcycling skills and awareness through continual education and training.   
By working closely with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) as well as developing our own Rider, Seminar 
and Safety programs and studies, we have established a comprehensive Rider Education Program for our 
Membership. 
 
As quoted from the United States Supreme Court, 1972, “Safety is not the equivalent for risk-free.”  There are no 
“safe” motorcyclists, only those who know and understand how to effectively manage their risk in motorcycling. 
 
Through Commitment, Education and Preparedness, the basic stepping stones in the GWRRA Rider education 
Levels Program, we can learn to reduce our risk in motorcycling significantly.   
 
The mission of the WA District Educator is to point the way, so to speak, seeking and providing information, 
guidance and ideas to educate members in motorcycle safety and in the risk-management of motorcycling.   
 
Through the efforts of all Rider Education Officers and with the participation of the GWRRA Members, we will 
continue to provide Motorcycling Safety information to provide the safest motorcycle environment possible.  WA 
District Rider Education has adopted and expanded the GWRRA National Rider Education motto to: 

“Safety Is For Life, You’re Life ” 
 
Kind-of says it all. 
 
Bruce and Sandra McMahill, 
WA District Educators 
4616 140th Street NW 
Marysville, WA  98271 
E-mail:  bmcmahwae@aol.com 
Telephone:  360 652-1273 

 
 
 
 
 



WA District Educator’s Web Site: 
 

http://members.aol.com/bmcmahwae/index.html 
Rider Education Newsletters:  
The WA District Rider Education and Chapter Educator Newsletters are a communications medium for all Chapter 
Members.  The Newsletter provides an opportunity for the “Educator” to “talk,” so to speak, with the Members 
about Rider Education from the National, Regional and District levels.  
 
Communications between the District Educator and Chapter Educators/Directors are absolutely “key” to the 
success in the Risk-Management and Safety of our Members.  One of the required Duties and/or Responsibilities of 
the District and Chapter Educators is to provide a monthly newsletter or at a minimum an article in their respective 
District or Chapter Newsletters.   
 
Each month, the WA District Educator will provide at least two articles about Rider Educations on a wide variety 
of subjects.  For instance: braking, crash avoidance skills, impairment, conspicuity, State regulations, natural 
hazards -- weather related, driver distractions and so forth.  The information provided within the WA District 
Educator’s Newsletter to is educate and reinforce Members attitudes, thoughts and beliefs.  
 
Please share this Newsletter, or one or both of the Newsletter articles with all Chapter Members.  Their Safety is 
our concern. 
 
Thank you: 
 
Rider Course Instructors: 
Rider Course Instructors are role models to ensure uniformity and quality in the presentation for all GWRRA Rider 
Training Programs:  Advanced Rider Course (ARC), Trike Rider Course (TRC), Trailer Course (TC) and the 
Sidecar Rider Course (SRC).  All GWRRA Rider Courses fulfill the training requirements for updating he 
Member’s current Rider Education levels or advancing within the Rider Education Levels Program. 
 
Within the GWRRA Rider Education Program there is a Rider Course training program that has been developed 
and is available to non-MSF Rider Coach Instructors. This GWRRA Program is the Rider Course Instructor 
Certification Program (RCICP) and taught by a Master Instructor Trainer on the National Rider Education Staff.   
 
The Rider Course Instructor Certification Program has a nominal fee to cover the costs of: printed materials, site 
and/or classroom space rentals and Instructor costs and consists of classroom review, range time including set-up, 
exercise practice and course presentation. 
 
Rider Course Instructor Certification Course Qualifications are: 

�  Be a current Level III or above in the Rider Education Levels Program. 
�  Have no more than 4 points on his/her motorcycle license. 
�  Have no DUI convictions within the past five years. 
�  Will demonstrate safe riding habits by always wearing proper riding attire. 
�  Maintain that certification by conducting a minimum of 2 GWRRA Rider courses every two years. 

 
Currently, the WA District Educator is in the process of soliciting additional Members to take part in n Advanced 
Rider Course (ARC) Rider Course Instructor Certification Program the late three days of March and the first day of 
April 2007 -- Thursday though Sunday.   
 
Interested Members can forward the Rider Course Instructor Certification Program Application (below), without 
the required fee, to the WA District Educator no later than December 31, 2006.  All Instructor Candidates will be 
notified in January 2007 and given additional RCICP information. 
 



 
 
N.13A Rider Course Instructor Certification Program  (RCICP) Application  

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.  

 

RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM APPLICATION 
RIDER COURSE INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM  

(RCICP)  

 Date of Application    /    /    

(Please type or print clearly) 

Name:       Membership #:       

Address:        City:        

State or Province:        Zip or Postal Code:        

Phone (Home):        Phone (Work):        

Email Address:         

GW Region in which I plan to do most of my instruction:           

By signing this application I agree to uphold and implement all concepts, ideals, and prerequisites of the GWRRA 
certification for which I am applying. I agree to coordinate all courses through my District and/or Region Educator.  I affirm 
that I am current in level 3 or above in the REP, that I have no more than four points on my motorcycle license and have 
had no DUI convictions in the past five years, that I will demonstrate safe riding habits by wearing proper riding gear, and 
agree to remain certified in accordance with the Instructor Maintenance of Certification documents published on the 
GWRRA Web site. 

Signature:  Date:    /    /    
(Do not send electronically - must contain an original signature) 

Forward this application through your District Educ ator to your Region Educator 

District Educator Signature:  Date:    /    /    

Region Educator Signature:  Date:    /    /    

Region Educators -- Return the completed application (with the required  $100 US) to:  

Robert K. Berry, Assistant International Director, Rider Education 
5272 West Sunrise Canyon Place 

Marana, AZ 85653  
 

You will be notified of RCICPs currently scheduled. This application must be submitted at least 45 days prior to the RCICP 
in which you plan to participate. NOTE:  District/Region/National officials reserve the right to restrict the number of 
applicants, depending on the number of Rider Course Instructors available and ongoing opportunities for each to meet the 
maintenance requirements for their certification. 
 

Revised February 2006 

N-30  
 



Common Sense Motorcycling; Active Countermeasures  
 
1.    Ensure foreground to distance is checked properly with a sweeping scan. 
2.    Come to a complete stop at intersections especially if the view is in doubt. 
3.    Re-check to the right (first point of danger) before pulling out. 
4.    Give yourself enough time to be sure of the speed of approaching traffic. 
5.    On approaching intersections check your speed and look for emerging traffic. 
6.    Ensure the motorcycle is positioned effectively in the road so other road uses can see you   (especially near 

parked vehicles, obstructions and restricted views). 
7.    Keep a safe stopping distance from the vehicle in front. 
8.    Do not allow yourself to become distracted by anything (either inside or outside the vehicle) while driving. 
9.    Look ahead of the vehicle in front for any hazards that might cause it to slow/stop. 
10.  Ensure appropriate speed/distance in adverse weather conditions. 
11.  Ensure appropriate speed for bend apex: if in doubt slow down. 
12.  Ensure correct positioning while negotiating bend -- outside, inside, outside. 
13.  Avoid braking while traveling around a bend; finish braking before entry. 
14.  Check blind spot immediately before maneuver (i.e. when overtaking, turning or changing lanes). 
15.  Give clear signal of intention in plenty of time before maneuvering. 
16.  Avoid overtaking in vicinity of an intersection. 
17.  Do not cross solid yellow or white (fog) lines during a maneuver. 
18.  Move cautiously through traffic. 
19.  Avoid overtaking a vehicle traveling at or near the speed limit. 

 

Cornering, that old; Slow, Look, Lean, and Roll 
 
Cornering is one of the things that make motorcycling so enjoyable.  The challenge of setting up the perfect line 
and properly executing the cornering technique is almost like ballet in its precision and grace.  Many riders search 
for the “perfect” road, but any twisty passage can be more enjoyable through knowledge and skill.   
 
The basic cornering technique is similar for all types of roads, motorcycles, and riders.  Slow, Look, Lean, and 
Roll…that’s all there is to it!  Of course, every situation is different, and this simple four-step process doesn’t tell 
the whole story.  That’s where the challenge comes in:  knowing the how, where, and why of “Slow, Look, Lean, 
and Roll” when riding through turns. 
 
In 1981, the Hurt Study concluded that, “In the single vehicle accident, motorcycle rider error was present as the 
accident precipitating factor in about two-thirds of the cases, with the typical error being slide-out and fall due to 
over-braking or turning wide on a curve due to excessive speed or under-cornering. 
 
The following outline explains the correct technique needed to negotiate a standard curve where standard is; being 
a curve, either left or right, no obstacles, no loose gravel or approaching vehicles.) 
 
Path of travel: “Outside-inside-outside” 
In order to be prepared to negotiate any curve, you have to choose a path through it (or your “line”) and an 
appropriate speed.  Set up at the outside of the curve to increase your line of sight through the curve and to 
increase your turn radius. 
 
Move toward the inside of the curve, then exit to the outside. This is the straightest line through the corner, using 
all of the available width in the lane to maximize the turning radius, or “widen” the turn.  This gives you a greater 
traction reserve thought the turn (requiring less lean angle), more ground clearance and it will maximize your line 
of sight.   
 
This technique is known as:  SLOW - LOOK - LEAN - ROLL 



 
SLOW prior to turning.  Select an appropriate entry speed that will permit safe cornering and a gradual 
acceleration of the throttle from the entry point (or the point where the exit becomes visible) through to the exit.  
The Slow portion of the cornering procedure ends once your entry speed is established.  You are still traveling in a 
straight line and you have just arrived at the curve’s entry point.  The next step is to LOOK . 
 
LOOK  as far as possible through the curve for directional control by turning your head and shoulders to face the 
exit and the intended path after the turn.  Your eyes continue to move about and scan the riding environment, but 
the center of your field of vision is where you will be going.  Some people tend to become disoriented if their head 
is tilted while in a turn.  Therefore, keeping your eyes and head LEVEL with the horizon helps you to better judge 
distances, maintain a sense of balance, and avoid possible orientation problems. 
 
LEAN  the motorcycle as you look around and through the turn.  The motorcycle leans in the direction of the 
desired turn as the rider simultaneously presses the handlebars on the inside of the turn; the correct initial 
motorcycle steering input is achieved.  Pressing on the handlebars must be emphasized:  Press left to turn left, press 
right to turn right and the motorcycle counter-steers (corners) around the turn.   Follow your desired path of 
travel…relax and let your body lean with the motorcycle.  
 
If you start to “freeze”-- arms and shoulders locked -- while in the turn, let your elbows “drop” down about an inch 
or so to relax the arms and shoulders. 
 
This leads us to the final step of the cornering procedure…ROLL.  
 
ROLL  on the throttle.  There are many benefits of a gradual roll.  It stabilizes (raises) the motorcycle on its 
suspension as the motorcycle’s weight is transferred and prevents sudden changes in the distribution of traction 
between the two tires.  Therefore, by a steady speed or a gentle acceleration (gradual roll on the throttle), you 
increase your ground clearance and your traction reserve which also increases your directional stability and overall 
control of your motorcycle.  
 
Exit:   Accelerate to straight-line travel speed. 

Current WA District Educators:  
Chapter WA-A:  (Educator paperwork pending) 
Chapter WA-B:  Jim and Pam Swart -- jimpamswart@netzero.net 
Chapter WA-C:  (Educator paperwork pending) 
Chapter WA-D:  Steve Hopkins -- 03bluewing@comcast.net 
Chapter WA-E:  Jim and Karen Roderson -- JHRoberson9@earthlink.net 
Chapter WA-F:  Ken Dean -- diz41@comcast.net 
Chapter WA-G:  Thom Sears -- thomsears@comcast.net 
Chapter WA-H:  (Educator paperwork pending) 
Chapter WA-I:   Eric Carlson -- ericnmona@msn.com 
Chapter WA-K:  (No Educator appointed) 
Chapter WA-L:  Gary Oldright -- cougprof@verizon.net 
Chapter WA-M:  Richard Olszewski:  wingrider1_00@yahoo.com 
Chapter WA-N:  Dan Klukas -- gunnysunshine@yahoo.com 
Chapter WA-O:  Alan Fewel/Donna Dodge -- donaal@wavecable.com 
Chapter WA-P:   Dave Bunch -- blmkrdave@att.net 
Chapter WA-Q:  (No Educator appointed) 
Chapter WA-R:  Terry Morris -- tire@bmi.net 
Chapter WA-S:  Dale and Charlene Miller -- chipndale1013@hotmail.com 
Chapter WA-V:  John E. Doughty -- john.e.doughty@boeing.com 
Chapter WA-Y:  JD and Carol Miller -- (None) 
Chapter WA-Z:  Jesse and Eva Valentine -- jevalentinewa-z@earthlink.net 
�
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  GWRRA WA-“F” 

PO Box 44891 
Tacoma, WA 98448-0891 
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