
 

 
 
 

October 2006 
Chapter F 

Tacoma, Washington 
Region I 

MEETING PLACE: IHOP 
7445 So. Hosmer Tacoma WA 
DATE & TIME: 4TH SUNDAY 

8:30 A.M. 

  
A Note From Mary Ann 

Hellooo F Troop! 
Do you remember our Christmas Soldier?  He’s in Iraq 
now.  For some reason Dan was sent to us, and he seems 
to want to keep in touch.  If you have a minute, drop him 
a line or two.  He’s a very long way from home.  Keep 
him in your good thoughts.   
If you’re interested in working on a care package for 
him, let me know.  He has good access to the PX but 
nothing is as good as homemade. 
Here’s his letter:   
Hello Sandy and Richard. Its me Dan. Sorry I haven’t 
wrote back in sooo long. We have been so busy over 
here and it is way to hot. Oh well I have gotten used to it. 
So how is every thing back in Washington? Hopefully 
everything is going good. Hope everything in chapter F 
is going good as well. So how many rides have you been 
on this year? Me 0. lol. I have been off the FOB once 
and it was wild. Well 10 more months to go and we will 
be out of here. When I get back we will have to meet up 
and go out for dinner or just meet up for a cup of coffee 
and chat. here is my address so you two have it and give 
it to others in the chapter as well if you want and let 
them know how I am doing over here in Iraq. 
STUCK,DANIEL 
HSB 1/37 FA 2ND PLT 
FOB Q-WEST 
APO AE 09351 
Hopefully you get this and you are able to write back. 
well sorry to cut it so short but I have to go but when I 
get back to the states we are gonna have to meet up for 
coffee or something well talk to every body later. Hope 
to hear from you soon. Tell everybody I said hi. 
DAN 

 
 
Start Collecting Now!  Collect what, you say?  Money 
and non-perishable food!  Let’s fill a pick-up truck with 
food for Emergency Food Network!  A big pick-up 
truck!  Ask friends, family, neighbors, church pals, your 
local grocer, and even your kids (grandkids) class!  I’ll 
come to you to pick up what ever you collect!  OR you 
can bring it to the 2006 All Motorcycle Mall Show 
October 20th-22nd at South Hill Mall.  Bike check-in is 
9:00 pm at the Old Country Buffet entrance.  Get your 
registration in soon! This is our charity fund raiser!  Start 
Collecting Now! 
 
The Ins & Outs of GWRRA (Formerly Leadership 
Training Workshop) October 7th & 8th in Moses Lake, 
WA.  Registration for classes is 20.00 per person on-site 

and includes Saturday lunch.  Turn in your registration 
receipt and the Chapter will reimburse you.   You still 
have time to make hotel reservations by Oct 1st.  Best 
Western Lakeside Inn 
1-800-235-4255. Hope we see you there!  
 
February dance may be cancelled!  Many of you have 
voiced the opinion to drop the dance and do some other 
Chapter fund raiser.  I’m open for ideas, let me hear from 
you!  Decision will be made by Oct 25th. 
 
Sad news from Chapter A, 
Some of you know that we lost George Konrad to cancer 
early this past Sunday morning.  For those who don't, 
George was diagnosed with colon cancer about 2 years 
ago.  The cancer initially responded to chemotherapy, 
but this summer the chemotherapy ceased 
working.   George's last ride was over Labor Day 
weekend with friends up to Mt. Baker.  From that point 
the end came very fast, and I was with him and his 
widow, Lois Anne at 10:30pm on Saturday night.  
George always had a twinkle in his eye and loved to 
ride.  As a probable carryover from his days as a Navy 
Jet pilot, he really desired to ride in a drill team and 
became a member of the GWTA NORTHWEST 
WINGS drill team.  He continued to ride with WA-A as 
he had opportunity and rode down to the District Rally in 
Longview.  I will truly miss him.  As memorial service 
arrangements become available, I will keep you 
informed.  George would want me to say, "Get your 
colon cancer screening done before it's too late."  
 
Summer is over!?  Where did it go?!  Fall showers have 
arrived, so be careful out there! 
Hold our Troops in your good thoughts. 
Mary Ann 

 
Chapter Educator’s Corner 

We had a few incidents in August that pointed out that 
you can never be too careful and you always need your 
protective gear regardless of how short or slow a trip is 
going to be.  Also, the Chapter G member’s rear-tire 
blow out reminds us that we need to pay special attention 
to our tires.  I don’t know the cause of his blow out, but 
we need to carefully monitor the condition of our tires, 
faithfully check tire pressures, and not overload the tires.  
Low pressure or overloading will cause a tire to overheat 
and fail in a very short time.  Using a tire beyond its 
normal tread wear is asking for trouble.  While tires are 
not cheap, they are the only thing between us and the 
highway. 



 
Fred Rau has an interesting column in the October 
Motorcycle Consumer News.  Fred participated in three 
motorcycle rallies.   In each rally participants rode 
different brands of motorcycles and each was attended 
by about 300 participants.  He commented on the 
differences in the rallies and on the protective gear each 
group of riders used.  That’s what I want to comment on.  
I’m not going to tell you what brand of motorcycle each 
group rode.  I’ll leave that up to you to decipher.  All 
three rallies were held in states without helmet laws.  In 
the first group of riders, virtually no one wore a helmet 
of any kind.  In the second group over 90% wore 
helmets.  In the third group he never saw a single rider 
on his bike without a helmet on. 
 
His second observation was that the first group, in his 
estimation, 75% of the riders wore heavy leather jackets.  
Only about half of the second group wore anything more 
than a T-shirt or light-weight jacket.  He estimated that 
99% of the third group wore fully-armored textile 
jackets.  The same dichotomy applied to lower body 
protection as well.  The first group wore leather chaps; 
the majority of the second group wore Bermuda shorts or 
cotton pants; and the third group mostly sported armored 
textile pants. 
 
What’s important is not what group you are in but what 
type of protective gear you wear day in and day out.  
Some riders could ride naked all their life and never have 
a problem other than a bad sun burn.  The problem is we 
never know when we are going to need protective gear.  
The choice is yours.  Protective gear doesn’t do you any 
good hanging in the closet or on the store racks.  I’ll 
leave it to you to decide which group you’re in and 
which one you want to be in.  It doesn’t matter what you 
ride.  You can be in any group you want. 
 
Last month I promised more motorcycle myths.  Here’s a 
couple more. 
 
Myth:  Helmets Block Your Ability to See or Hear 
Danger.  The thing you learn when you dig into the 
research is that motorcycle riders who use helmets crash 
less frequently than those who don’t.  Maybe that 
happens because motorcyclists who decide to wear 
helmets have a better or more realistic attitude about 
riding.  Maybe it’s because putting on a helmet is a 
reminder that what you are about to do can be dangerous 
and the act of accepting protection puts you in the right 
mindset.  Maybe it’s because a helmet provides eye 
protection and cuts down wind noise so you can actually 
see and hear better.  Maybe it’s because, by cutting wind 
pressure and noise, a helmet reduces fatigue.  Whatever 
the reason, wearing a helmet clearly does not increase a 
motorcyclist’s risk of having an accident and wearing 
one correlates to reduced likelihood of an accident. 
 
Myth:  One Beer Won’t Hurt.  Maybe not while you are 
drinking it, but if you get on your motorcycle after that, 
the effects of a single beer can get you hurt for life.  No 
matter how unaffected you are sure you are, all the 
studies say differently. You increase your risk to yourself 

and to others when you drink and hit the road.  Also, as 
you age, your metabolism slows down, and those 
“coupla drinks” you had last night may still be affecting 
you when you hit the road the next morning.  
 
Those fortunate enough to attend the Region rally in 
Powell, WY. experienced some great motorcycling roads 
between here and there and in the local area.  If you 
haven’t ridden the Lolo Pass, the Chief Joseph Memorial 
Highway, the Bear Tooth Highway, and other 
spectacular roads in Wyoming you need to ride them.  I 
can guarantee you will not be disappointed.  Over 300 
people attended and everyone I talked to had a great 
time.  The weather was perfect and the roads were 
outstanding.  What more could you ask for. 
 
Ken Dean 
Chapter Educator  
 
Here are some pictures Ken snapped at Region: 

 
Lolo Pass, Idaho 

 
Ric and Mary Ann at Region 

 



 
Vendors at Region 

 
Overlook on Chief Joseph Memorial Highway, WY 

 
Social Couple Betty and Ray Darling: 

 
Travis Weber and Ken Priest are our birthdays for the 
month.  Please keep Larry Gay of Crazy Larry’s in your 
thoughts as he just had sinus surgery. 
 
Betty Darling 

 
GWRRA Executive Director Don Brock 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  
It is appropriate that I notify you of my resignation as 
Executive Director for the Gold Wing Road Riders 
Association.  Please do not perceive this as a negative 
announcement but a positive change for the good of the 
Regions, Districts and Chapters but most of all for the 
Members. 
  
Over the last 18 months I have enjoyed working with 
each of you and learning from each of you.  It is my 
opinion that we have made some great strides in 
reinforcing to our Friends and fellow Members that we 
all believe that "Every Member Matters" and we want 
every Member to participate and have fun.  To that 
extent we have all seen some success and the number of 
unsatisfied Members has declined.  I believe that positive 
trend is due to all of our efforts. 
  

What I have not been able to energize is a consistent and 
steady growth of the number of Chapters and Members.  
That growth is critical to replenish the Chapters and 
continue our programs and activities.  As Chapters 
shrink in Members the mentality becomes more "club 
like" and the internal strife will eventually destroy the 
Chapter.  District's spend more precious time and energy 
dealing with the symptoms and not the issue.  Negative 
growth is the most detrimental issue we face and we, I, 
have been unsuccessful in turning it around.  It is 
therefore appropriate that I step aside and encourage a 
stronger growth-oriented manager to assume the 
position. 
  
On a very positive note, I am happy to announce that Jim 
Hodge as agreed to step forward and assume the new 
position of International Operations Director for 
GWRRA.  As you know Jims years of operations 
experience and high energy level for the Members will 
support and assist you in focusing the Regions, Districts 
and Chapters on a healthy return to strong and consistent 
growth.  All Directors will report to Jim as you did to 
me. 
  
Paul will be examining the corporate requirements and 
make his announcement as to the leadership of the 
business side of the association in the near future. 
  
This does not mean that Cindy and I are leaving the 
Family.  I will, with Paul's concurrence, continue to offer 
my service, support and assistance to the Membership, 
and you, as Executive Director Emeritus.  Cindy and I 
will be traveling around the country and hope to visit 
with you and attend as many events and activities as 
possible.  We plan on being tourists, see the country and 
spend time will all of you, our friends. 
  
Please support Jim in his efforts to grow our family and 
share the belief that "Every Member Matters." 
  
Warm Regards, 
Don Brock 

 
From your editor: 

 
This has been a very eventful summer for all of us, 
including Rick and me. In June, we went to Texas to 
visit family and decided to visit Motortrike in Troup, 
Texas. We did the factory tour, of course and I got to sit 
on the new 2006 Goldwing conversion, with all of the 
goodies including heated seat and grips, GPS, CD…you 
get the picture.  I’m not quite ready to trade in mine but 
the new ones sure do look nice!  On the tour they 
actually allowed us to look at prototype conversions for 
new models which have not been released for the public 
yet. Looking at the back end of a trike without all of the 
fiberglass covering makes you realize how sophisticated 
these conversions really are.  We even got to speak with 
some of the fabricators working there, they enjoy their 
job, and really enjoy it when someone comes around to 
see how they do it. 
The big buzz around Motortrike is their new three-
wheeler, the ‘Stallion’.  I also got an up close look at that 



and we asked some questions.  Unfortunately, the 
vehicle cannot be converted to entirely hand controlled.   
That means that Rick cannot drive this as he does not use  
his feet, I guess that means we have to get him a Pingel 
or Klicktronic converted Goldwing trike.  With ABS and 
linked braking on the newest Wings, we can actually do 
this!  (I just need to discover some rich relative to give 
me a fat inheritance, ha, ha)  I sincerely hope Honda gets 
the idea to do a trike on their own – but for the time 
being they are satisfied to let the many different 
conversions available on the market fill that need. They 
don’t know what they’re missing! 
 

 

 

 
Do you have pictures you want to share? Tell us about 
places you’ve been and exciting things to do by sending 
it to the newsletter.  We don’t know unless you tell us! 
 Send pictures or articles to news@gwrra-waf.org. 

 
Could I really give up my purple Wing?  Maybe! 

 
 

“Business Honor Roll” 
 

These businesses have given the GWRRA and Chapter F 
a great deal of support . 
They make a great contribution to the motorcycle 
community!   
Thank them by giving them your business! 
 
Bob Lanphere’s 
Full Throttle Café 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
425-264-1199 
Www.wideopensportsarena.com 
 

Gerbing’s 
Heated Clothing 
750 E Dalby Rd 
Union, WA 98592 
1-800-646-5916 
www.gerbing.com 

Crazy Larry’s Motorcycles 
8012 S Tacoma Way #B 
Lakewood, WA 98499 
253-588-8155   
www.crazylarrys.biz 
 

RMC  
Renton Motorcycles 
3701 E Valley Rd 
Renton, WA 98055 
1-800-460-6451 
 

Dalton  
Motor Graphics Inc. 
3701 E Valley Rd 
By appointment 
360-377-5757 
 

South Bound Honda 
12007 Pacific Hwy  
Tacoma, WA 98499 
253-582-2288 
 

Genesis Real Estate 
Jim Petrelli 
5013 Pacific Hwy E. #7 
Fife, WA 98424 
1800-205-9440 

Tacoma 
Motorsports 
1-800-730-8678 
 

 



October 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Leadership 

Moses Lake 
 

8 Leadership 
Moses Lake 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
 
 

15 Ch N 
Brown Bag 

16 17 18 19 20 21 Mall Show 
Q Halloween 
Dance 

22 Mall Show 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
 
 

29 30 31 
 
 

    

October, 6th -7th  Leadership in Moses Lake; 15th Ch-N Brown Bag Auction, 21st -22nd  Ch-F Mall Show; 21st  Ch-Q Halloween  Dance 
November, 11th Auburn Veteran's Day Parade 
December, 2nd  Ch-Q Puyallup Santa Parade, 2nd Toy Run to Capital; Seattle Motorcycle Show; 9th  Ch-D Festival of Lights Parade 
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